University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers Newsletters

Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers

3-1-1990

Newsletter - 1990-03-01
E. De la Garza

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews
Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio
Grande Valley. Accessed via https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews/

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------~

101-1249

1 March

PRESIDENT VACLAV HAVEL OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

Washington, D C

Twice, in less than six months, an Eastern

European leader has stood'before the Joint Session of the United States Congress.

In

November Lech Walesa addressed the Joint Session, and on February 21st, I was privileged to hear the President of Czechoslovakia, the Honorable Vaclav Havel, speak of
the newly-won freedom in his country.

In his speech, he called himself a "repre-

sentative of a country that has set out on the road to democracy, a country where
there is complete freedom of speech, which is getting ready for free elections, and
which

wants to create a prosperous market economy and its own foreign policy."
His words reminded us of our privileged vantage point as witnesses of events

which

have forever changed the history, not only of Europe, but of the entire world.

"The human face of the world is changing so rapidly that none of the familiar
political speedometers are adequate," President Havel pointed out.

The drama which

has unfolded since Soviet President Gorbachev initiated his policy of "perestroika"
was totally unexpected and happened with such rapidity that these Soviet satellite
countries like Czechoslovakia are still trying to regain their equilibrium.
President Havel recalled that both his country and America were originally
founded on the same principles, but that Czechoslovakia's road to Democracy was fated
to last only 20 years before it was interrupted by two world wars and a totalitarian
regime.

The United States has had an uninterrupted democracy for more than 200 years

and can serve as an example for these fledgling new democracies in Eastern Europe.
Now, the most important way the United States can help Czechoslovakia and other
emerging Eastern European democracies, Havel says, is to help the Soviet Union on its
"irreversible, but immensely complicated road to democracy.1I

The sooner the Soviet

Union moves toward "political pluralism and respect for the rights of nations to thei
own integrity," he adds, "the better it will be for the Whole world."
Havel envisions a transformed Europe, a more independent Europe not divided by
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, but rather nations "large and small" able to create what ou
President Lincoln called "the fami ly of man."

His experiences under the oppressive

Communist regime have given him a special capacity to view a situation from a

different perspective than sOmeone who has not gone through such bitter experiences.
IIA person who cannot move and live a somewhat normal life because he is pinned under

boulder has more time to think about his hopes than someone who is not trapped in thi
way,"

Above alii he said, his experience gave him one great certainty

Consciousness precedes Being, and not the other way around, as the Harxists claim."

As r sat and listened to this great man, a playwright by profession, I was
struck by his patriotism, his sensitivity, and his sense of responsibility expressed
for the freedom of all mankind.
politics, science and er.onomics.

He talked about the need to put morality ahead of
"The genuine baCkbone of all our actions -- if they

are to be moral -- is responsibility.

Responsibility to something higher than my

family, my country, my firm, my success.

Responsibility to the order of Being, where

all our actions are Indelibly recorded and where, and only where, they will be
properly judged."
He spoke of the human aplrit and the fact that the salvation of our human world
liea in the transformation of the human heart and the human consciousness.
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As I
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listened to Havel speak, I couldn't help but think about how absolutely privileged we
Americans of this century are to have been handed so many freedoms by our ancestors.
Perhaps the lessons our ancestors learned first-hand and then passed on to us have been
dulled somewhat with time and security, and it takes someone like this wonderful
freedom fighter to remind us of the responsibility we all have to see to it that this
spark of freedom in Eastern Europe takes hold and burns brightly.

Havel cautions us

that when Thomas Jefferson wrote that, "governments are instituted among men deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed," it was a "simple and important
act of the human spirit."

I have no doubts that this passionately dedicated leader of democracy will
succeed in leading his country into an era of freedom and prosperity.

"Our freedom,

independence and our newborn democracy have been purchased at great cost, and we will
not surrender them," he vowed.

With that statement, he received a standing ovation,

and I know I join all freedom loving individuals everywhere in .saluting the courage
and tenacity of these brave brothers and sisters in democracy in their journey toward
peace and freedom in a new Europe.
iF
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR RURAL AMERICA. For the fifth year, the Cargill Foundation
will honor 200 outstanding high school seniors throughout the UNITED States with the
Cargill Scholarship Program for Rural America. Award recipients will receive a $1,000
non-renewable scholarship.
To quality for the scholarships, students must be high school seniors from U S
farm families and must have plans to attend an accredited post-secondary institution in the fall of 1990. Applicants will be judged on the basis of their academic
record, demonstrated leadership and extra-curricular activities, and an demonstration

of financial need.
Eligible students must
school transcript to Cargill
St Peter, Minnesota 56082.
scholarships will be awarded

complete and return an application along with their high
Scholarship Program for Rural America, Inc., POBox 297,
The deadline for applications is March 15, 1990, and
by May 1.
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JOB POSSIBILITIES WITH SUPERCOLLIDER. I have just received a 13-page listing of job
vacancies connected with the Superconducting Super Collider (SCC), which is in the
planning and design stages and is scheduled to be opened in Waxahachie, Texas, in
1998. Currently over 500 persons are employed on this project in the DeSoto area and
$318 million has been budgeted for the ccllider.

The Superconducting Super Collider will be a basic research laboratory designed
to advance understanding of the structure of matter. In the collider's underground
tunnel, 53 miles of circumference, two beams of protons will collide head-on,
revealing the fundamental particles and forces in detail beyond the reach of today's
accelerators. The positions available in connection with this project range from
clerical, computer, financial and administrative to scientific and engineering jobs.

To apply for any position on this project, you can submit a resume to the following
address: Superconducting Super Collider, Human Resources, JB, 2550 Beckleymeade
Avenue, Suite 125, Dallas, Texas 75237-3946.
VISITORS FROM HOME:

#
#
#
Melinda Balli, of Alamo; Gene Garrison, of Alice; Rick Ewaniszyk,

Charlie Johnson and Celeste Yeager, all of Aransas Pass; Eddie Caughfield of Combes;

Dave Cich, and Dolores Cox, both of Corpus Christi; Judge Leodoro Martinez, Jr, of
Cotulla; Kristie Seiver, of Donna; Teresa Morales-Best, and Jimmy Sasser, of
Edinburg; Esteban P Alvarado, of Encinal; Shelly Laskowski, of Falls City, Catherine
Drozd, and John Pullin, Jr, both of Floresville; Maxine Abbott, Margie Mayfield, Ben
McKibbens, and John Schill, all of Harlingen; Teresa Welborn, of Ingleside; Cassie
Saxon, of Karnes City; Cleve Breedlove, of Los Fresnos; Katie Kieffer, Lorraine

K Mannerling, and Wayne Walker, all of McAllen; Gary Taylor, of Mission; Brian Pope,
of Odem; Frank Vasquez, Jr, of Pharr; Bubba Wehman, of Pleasanton; Joe Trevino, of
Raymondville; Mrs David Newell, and B J Simpson, of Rio Hondo; Cesar Cabrera, of
San Juan, Judge J M Edmondson, of Sinton; and Geoffrey McAllen, of Weslaco.
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